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In brief

Firefighters were called to a 
two-vehicle collision on the 
A428 near Eltisley on Friday. 

Two crews from St Neots and 
Gamlingay attended the 
accident at 10.45am. 

They used specialist cutting 
equipment to release a person 
from one of  the vehicles, which 
had ended up in a ditch. Four 
other people had escaped from 
the cars before crews arrived. 

The incident was dealt with 
by 12.26pm. 

Person trapped in 
two-vehicle crash

A teenager has been handed  
a three-year football banning 
order for throwing a  
smoke bomb into the away 
stand at Cambridge United’s 
football ground.

The incident happened 
during a match against 
Colchester on March 4. The 
17-year-old, from Ipswich, 

who cannot be identified for 
legal reasons, was charged 
with possessing a flare at a 
sporting event.

On March 22 at Huntingdon 
Youth Court, the teen pleaded 
guilty and was sentenced to the 
banning order, which prevents 
him from attending any 
matches in the UK, as well as 
England matches abroad.

Teen banned after 
throwing a flare  
at United match

The flare was 
thrown at  
a clash 
between U’s 
and Colchester

A Bar Hill woman who fulfilled 
a dream by appearing on  
TV with Ant and Dec has used 
the experience to benefit  
East Anglia’s Children’s 
Hospices (Each).

Jenni Foster-Smith, 31, was 

selected to play Win The Ads on 
Ant and Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. After winning 16 
prizes, she gambled and won all 
of  those on offer. 

She donated five hi-fi systems 
to Each for children’s bedrooms 
in its Milton hospice.

Winner donates 
prizes to hospice

Jenni Foster-
Smith donated 
some of her 
prizes to Each

Ice cream van jingles could be silenced by diesel ban 
The proposed ‘toxin tax’ could 
impact traditional small 
businesses – and ice cream van 
drivers in particular have 
expressed concerns about the hit 
from a potential £20-a-day fine.

Nostalgia has cast some gloom 
on the proposals as it’s possible 
children would no longer hear 
the vans’ familiar jingles.

Irfan Akhtar, who owns Mr 
Whippy Soft Ice Cream, which 
operates ice cream vans in 
Cambridge, Peterborough and 
Huntingdon, says his vans 
regularly come to the city, but 
the £20 charge would make him 
change his mind.

“It will definitely affect us, 

especially as a small business,” 
he said. “The ice cream tradition 
could come to an end. It’s a very 

difficult period for the business 
at the moment anyway as the 
market is saturated – lots of  

people get ice creams from 
supermarkets. The Greensleeves 
jingle wouldn’t be heard as 
much, that’s for sure.”

Carlo Verrecchia, who owns 
Verrecchia Ices in Cambridge, 
said: “The Government are 
always targeting small 
businesses. The local authority 
should take the traditional small 
businesses that we’re all 
accustomed to into account,  
but they don’t think it  
through carefully.

“It would drive all the 
expenses up and it could mean 
people will have to consider 
closing down. That’s the long 
and short of  it.” 

 
City council leader Lewis Herbert’s 
letter putting Cambridge forward for 
a ‘toxin tax’ follows a Sunday Times 
report about how the country plans to 
hit a final EU deadline of  April 24 to 
meet city clean air obligations. 

While the idea, which could see 
drivers of  diesel vehicles charged to 
use polluted parts of  the city during 
peak times, is very much in its 
infancy, it has already divided opinion 
– although there is recognition that 
something needs to be done to 
improve air quality.

Bus operator Stagecoach said cars 
are the main cause of  city pollution 
and that cutting congestion is the key 
to cutting pollution.

Andy Campbell, managing director 

of  Stagecoach East, said: “We agree 
that air quality is an issue in 
Cambridge. According to the newly 
released Air Quality in 
Cambridgeshire: Implications for 
Population Health report, which was 
presented to Cambridgeshire County 
Council’s health committee last 
month, cars were responsible for up to 
53 per cent of  nitrous oxides compared 
with a much smaller 9 per cent 
contribution from buses; on the same 
street surveyed, around 42 per cent of  
particulate matter was shown to 
originate from cars with only 16 per 
cent from buses. 

“For many years now, we have been 
working with councils through the 

Quality Bus Partnership. Each year 
we aim to meet, or exceed, the levels 
of  investment set out for our fleet 
while also ensuring that we reach the 
highest Euro standards with respect 
to emissions and air quality. We are 
actively playing our part in trying to 
address what we perceive to be the 
biggest problem concerning air 
quality in the city: standing traffic 
due to congestion. 

“Cars and other vehicles continue 
to pollute the air with emissions as 
their engines tick over in a queue of  
traffic. We hope that City Deal will be 

able to improve the situation with 
regards to congestion in the city.

“Our ongoing investment in 
cutting-edge technology for our 
vehicles, combined with their work to 
help traffic move freely, should help to 
deliver a significant improvement in 
air quality for Cambridge.”

Cambridge city councillor Tim 
Bick, who campaigns for a congestion 
charge, said: “It’s important to be 
clear what this is and what this isn’t. 
It is a very welcome initiative which, 
after a run-up period of  quite a few 
years, is aimed at impacting the 

selection of  new vehicles by people 
and commercial organisations.

“What it isn’t is a measure which is 
likely to reduce congestion or raise 
money to provide alternatives, as Cllr 
Herbert likes to give people the 
impression it would. Reducing 
congestion is what the City Deal still 
has no convincing strategy to do.”

 � Could a ‘toxin tax’ work for 
Cambridge or is it simply time to put 
a congestion charge back on the 
agenda? Let us know your views and 
ideas. Email letters@iliffemedia.co.uk.

‘Cutting congestion and not 
diesels is key to improve air’

Council leader Lewis Herbert is working 
towards clean air zones for the city 

Picture: Keith Heppell

Ben Comber
ben.comber@iliffemedia.co.uk

What it isn’t is a 
measure which is likely 
to reduce congestion or 
raise money to provide 
alternatives

Cllr Tim Bick
Cambridge City Council
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“When I’m having an off  day and feeling a bit 
sorry for myself, I only have to think of  some 
of  the families I’ve met, who are supported by 
Each, and what they’re having to deal with.” 

Volunteer Michael Barbour has supported 
East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices (Each) for 
16 years and says raising money does not 
need to be complicated.

The 69-year-old, who lives in Earith, 
Cambridgeshire, was first approached to help 
the charity by a colleague whose child was 
supported by Each in 2001. He continued to 
support the hospice through work and, when 
he retired in 2012, he became a registered 
volunteer.

“I’ve manned the phones, helped with 
office administration, worked on various 
events and activities – village fetes, yard 
sales, quiz nights, golf  events, formal 
business dinners and a whole range of  other 
activities,” the married father-of-two said.

The Cambridge Independent has launched 
a campaign alongside Each to raise £87,500 to 
provide a new service which will provide 
support to Cambridgeshire families.

“The Help at Home Appeal is a major 
initiative for the charity, and getting people 

involved locally in fundraising to support the 
specific costs of  this undertaking is a 
significant challenge,” said Michael.

“For parents of  a life-threatened child, it 
can be very challenging to carry out even the 
most simple daily chores when your child’s 
medical care takes priority. Through the Help 
at Home  appeal, volunteers will be helping 
with tasks such as ironing, cleaning, 
gardening and more, so that some of  this 
pressure can be taken away from parents.”

The money raised by the appeal will fund a 
co-ordinator who will support the Help at 
Home volunteers.

“Fundraising can be done in numerous 
ways and doesn’t need to be hard to organise 
or too complicated,” said Michael.

“Clear out that junk in the garage or shed 
and take it along to an Each shop to resell; 
hold  a coffee morning or afternoon tea event  
in a village hall or at home; bake and sell 
cakes at work, or even collect loose change 
and foreign coins,” he added.

Michael is not alone. Each has a dedicated 
team of  more than 950 volunteers who give up 
hundreds of  hours of  their time.

 � If every reader of the Cambridge 
Independent donated £5, we would raise 
more than enough to reach our £87,500 
target. Text EHAH00 £5 to 70070 to  
donate £5 now.

Gemma Gardner 
gemma.gardner@iliffemedia.co.uk

EACH volunteer Michael 
Barbour with wife Ann 
Picture: Keith Heppell 

Each Help at Home Appeal 
Practical support for families

Supporting Each 
appeal doesn’t 
have to be hard



Community
VILLAGES
 BALSHAM

Women’s Institute: The next 
meeting is on Tuesday (April 11) at 
7.30pm in the Meadow School, 
where the guest speaker will talk 
about senior fraud protection. 
At the March annual meeting, the 
secretary gave a comprehensive 
report on the year’s activities. The 
WI has enjoyed an excellent group 
of  speakers and some interesting 
outings, and the coming year’s 
programme looks to be just as good. 
Following the business part of  the 
meeting, members enjoyed a 
selection of  drinks and cheeses and 
a spring-related quiz.

Church news: The service on Palm 
Sunday (April 9) will be at 10.45am. 
                Margaret Johnson 

 COTTENHAM

Planning: The public inquiry into 
proposals for 225 homes off  
Rampton Road continues this week. 
The hearing, which was sparked by 
an appeal by Gladman after it was 
refused planning permission, 
started yesterday (Tuesday) and is 
set to continue until Monday. The 
inquiry, which will also look at the 
developer’s plans for 70 residental 
places with care, is taking place at 
South Cambridgeshire District 
Council’s offices in Cambourne.

Event: Hundreds of  classic cars 
will gather on Cottenham Green on 
Sunday, April 23 for a drive through 
nearby villages. 
The vehicles will leave the green at 
10am, heading through Rampton, 
Willingham, Over, Swavesey, 
Longstanton, Oakington and 
Histon, returning to Cottenham at 
12.20pm. Back on the green there 
will be a hog roast, real ale bar, fun 
fair, music and stalls. Judging of  
the vehicles will take place at 3pm. 
For more information, visit 
yesteryearroadrun.co.uk.

 GREAT EVERSDEN

Event: There will be a quiz night at 
the village hall on Friday, April 21, 
starting at 6.30pm. Teams of  up to 
six people can take part. Entrance 
is £8 per person, including supper. 
Take your own drinks and nibbles. 
There will also be a raffle with all 
proceeds donated to the recreation 
area funds. For more information 
and to book, contact Heather 
Huddleston on 01223 262937, 

Beverley Blatch on 01223 262402 or 
Betty Mallows on 01223 263600, or 
email Heather at heather@
huddleston.org.uk.  

 GREAT SHELFORD

Recreation ground: Plans for a 
£180,000 upgrade of  the village play 
areas could soon be submited for 
planning permission. 
The Great Shelford Playscape, a 
charity set up to transform the 
village recreation ground, has been 
holding public exhibitions of  the 
proposals. Revised plans were 
revealed to villagers last Thursday 
(March 30). 
The plans, which have attracted 
£30,000 of  funding and donations, 
are to revamp the playground and 
skate ramp, and to create a new 
feature leading to the river. 
The group says: “We would like to 
see new equipment, surfaces, 

landscaping, planting, seating, 
plus integration of  the pavilion 
into the design. All of  this in turn 
should encourage more social 
integration, too.” 
The group is looking for donations 
and sponsorship to help fund the 
project. To find out more visit 
shelfordplayscape.org.

 MILTON

Country park: Families can take 
part in Wild Thyme and Embers, a 
new outdoor learning experience. 
Milton Country Park is hosting 
sessions designed to encourage 
families to spend more time 
outside, reconnect with nature and 
enjoy the lifelong benefits. 
The sessions will include outdoor 
toddler groups, bushcraft, survival 
skills and tailor-made experiences 
for groups such as nurseries, 
schools and youth clubs. 

Sessions start on April 25. Find out 
more at miltoncountrypark.org.

 OAKINGTON

Pond life: The railings protecting 
the pond on Longstanton Road have 
been replaced, with a permanent 
design that closely matches the 
original. The work was carried out 
by the county council’s highways 
department with the help of  
volunteers. Funding came from the 
county and parish councils and 
from some residents.

 SWAVESEY

Speedwatch: Volunteers are needed 
to join the Speedwatch scheme and 
help monitor the speed of  traffic 
through the village. 
If  you would like to be a part of  the 
team, contact the parish council, 

which will then arrange a training 
session. 
The data compiled through local 
Speedwatch will be used by the 
council as evidence to help obtain 
traffic-calming and speed reduction 
measures on residential roads. 
Contact the council on 01954 202982.

 WEST WRATTING 

Church news:  The Palm Sunday 
(April 9) service at St Andrew’s 
Church will be at 10.45am. 

Book club: Following on from 
reading John Le Carré’s memoire, 
The Pigeon Tunnel, this month’s 
book is the same author’s 1968 spy 
novel A Small Town in Germany, 
which will be discussed at the next 
meeting on Wednesday, April 12, at 
8pm in The Chestnut Tree. The 
May meeting on Wednesday, May 
17, will discuss The Dinner by 
Herman Koch. 
The March book was Nujeen, by 
Nujeen Mustafa and Christina 
Lamb. This was the story of  
16-year-old Nujeen’s journey in a 
wheelchair pushed by her older 
sister, Nasrine, from Syria to 
Germany. Her story may be 
familiar to some from news reports, 
including one interview with 
Fergal Keane. As Kurds, they had 
already had difficult lives, but 
when the destruction of  their 
homes and the horrific acts many 
Syrians were subjected to finally 
became too much, it was decided 
that Nasrine and other members of  
her family should try to get to 
Europe. 
Everyone agreed that it was an 
extremely interesting read, despite 
the writing being a little stilted and 
the language typical of  a teenager. 
It really brought home the terrible 
circumstances which forced so 
many to make this journey. 
                Margaret Johnson

 WEST WICKHAM

History club: John Ramsden 
Wollaston – a local saint and hero – 
is the subject of  the talk to be given 
by Janet Morris at the next 
meeting, on Monday (April 10) at 
7.30pm in the village hall.  
                Margaret Johnson

 WESTON COLVILLE

Tea and cakes: The next gathering 
will be on Friday (April 7) from 
3.30pm to 5pm in the Reading 
Room. Please go along for a cup of  
tea, a slice of  home-made cake and 
a chat.                 Margaret Johnson

Ed Sheeran is the top support act as charity opens new shop

Twenty items of  clothing 
worn by pop star Ed Sheeran 
will be up for sale when East 
Anglia’s Children’s Hospices 
(Each) starts trading in 
Cherry Hinton.

The charity is moving into 
the former Lloyds bank at 41 
High Street, opening at 10am 
next Thursday (April 13).

As well as offering the 
same range of  goods as the 
charity’s 22 other shops 
across the region, the store 
will have for sale clothing 
donated by the Suffolk 
singing sensation, who is an 
Each ambassador.

Sarah Throssell, Each 
retail area manager, said: 
“We’re so pleased to be 
opening our third shop in 
Cambridgeshire and thrilled 
that we can offer items of  
clothing donated by Ed.

“As the countdown begins, 
we’re still on the hunt for 
volunteers to help run the 
shop on opening day and into 
the future, so please do get in 
touch if  you’d like to do 
something worthwhile.”

Anyone interested in 
buying Ed’s clothing can also 
visit http://stores.ebay.co.uk/
eastangliaschildrenshospices, 
until April 23.

 � For more information on 
volunteering at the shop, email 
VolunteerServices@each.org.uk.

 CHERRY HINTONEd Sheeran with fellow Each 
ambassador Lily Bacon



General Vacancies

Every Wednesday | cambridgeindependent.co.uk Independent

Est 1819 Cambridge

We are looking for two friendly people to be the face of 
Cambridge Independent in the city centre.
You will be sampling copies of the paper each Wednesday  
and Thursday to members of the public and talking to them 
about our subscriptions.
For more information please email lisa.jackson@iliffemedia.co.uk

Part-time Merchandisers 
required in Cambridge

Volunteer Coordinator 
(Cambridge)
37.5 hours per week 
£21,000 - £25,000 per annum
East Anglia�s Children�s Hospices (EACH) supports 
families and cares for children and young people with 
life threatening conditions across Cambridgeshire,  
Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk.
This unique role is an exciting opportunity to  
implement and deliver a volunteer project which will provide practical support 
to EACH families in their own homes. You will be responsible for recruiting, 
training and supporting volunteers who will provide practical support to 
families in their own home. You will also have the opportunity to share 
your volunteer expertise with your EACH colleagues, and to support other 
volunteer projects to meet the needs of EACH families.
So if you have experience of managing volunteers, hold  excellent interpersonal 
skills and are enthusiastic about providing support to families and children we 
would love to hear from you!
To be considered for this role, you must have a willingness to work evenings 
and weekends, plus have a full driver�s licence and your own transport.
Bene�ts include generous annual leave, free parking and pension package 
(including NHS pension if already contributing)
For more information please contact Human Resources on 
hr@each.org.uk or on 01223 205190.
To apply please visit www.each.org.uk/jobs 
This post is subject to a Disclosure & Barring Service 
(DBS) check prior to appointment
Opening date:  Monday 13th March 2017 
Closing date:  Sunday 9th April 2017  
Interview date Tuesday 25th April 2017
Royal Patron: 
HRH The Duchess of Cambridge
Registered Charity  
Number 1069284

Telephone Sales Executive
Iliffe Media, publishers of 14 local newspapers and 
2 magazines, including Bury Free Press, Cambridge 
Independent, Haverhill Echo, Newmarket Journal,  

Velvet and IQ, are looking for a new member  
to join their commercial team in Bury.

The role offers a competitive salary and bonus scheme.

Please email  
lisa.jackson@iliffemedia.co.uk 

for more information

Subscribe to Cambridge Independent  
today and receive free  
Gourmet Society  
membership worth £69.95
Call 01223 320369
www.cambridgeindependent.co.uk/subscribe

From only
£36.40

a year


